
Believers’ 

Baptism

Matthew 28:18-20



I.  Believers Baptism – Its Motive
A.  Obedience is the first motive for being baptized.

1. Make disciples = telling them the good news of the Gospel.  

2.  Baptize them = identify the disciples as belonging to Christ.

3.  Teach them = or mature disciples.  

His last command should be our first concern!    

B.  Love is the second motive for baptism.

John 14:15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”  

1 John 5:3 says, for this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.



C.  The third motive for being baptized is it brings Joy!  
“He went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:39).

Acts 16:30-33 … brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” 

31So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.”

32Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in 
his house.

33And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their 
stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.

34Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before 
them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his 
household.



Salvation always precedes baptism.  

Acts 2:41 - Then those who gladly received his word were baptized.

Acts 2:46-47 - So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with 
gladness and simplicity of heart,

47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
added to the church daily those who were being saved.

1) Obedience to Christ

2) Love for Christ

3) Joy of obedience



II. The Method of Baptism

A.  Scriptural Baptism is always by immersion.

1. What Jesus did for all humanity in dying and resurrecting?

2. That we identify ourselves with Him in this act.

3.  That we are dying to our previous way of life and are beginning a 
new life in which Jesus is LORD.

Baptism then is: 

A Picture

An act of our Obedience

Reconfirmation



B.  Our Example: Jesus baptized by John in the Jordan.
Matthew 3:16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up

immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were 
opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting upon Him.

John 3:23 … because there was much water there.  

Acts 8:38 … so he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both 
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized 
him.

39Now when they came up out of the water…  .



III. The Meaning of Baptism.
A.  Baptism shows our death to sin, and resurrection 

with Christ.
Romans 6:3-12, Or do you not know that as many of us as were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
4Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life.

5For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,

6knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body 
of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves 
of sin. 7For he who has died has been freed from sin.



Believers’ Baptism

It pictures.

It identifies us as His.

It is a reconfirmation and witness of our love.

“if you love me, 

keep my commandments.”



Romans 10:9-10

that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved.

10For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, 
and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.


